
Lent 2nd Sunday (2/28/2021) 

 The transfiguration is an event that both tells us about who Jesus is in the eternal present, 

and also looks to our future to show us the path and the goal that the Lord has laid out for us.  As 

the trusted Apostles followed Jesus to the mountain, an encounter with God was due to happen.  

The mountain is the place where one encounters God.  Abraham worships God on the heights of 

a mountain at the spot where the temple will later be built and God will dwell in a tabernacle on 

Earth.  Moses receives the 10 commandment and converses with the Lord on the Mountain, and 

Jesus moves to such high places often to speak to His Father.   

 As we do at Mass they entered the eternal time of God and witness Jesus as He is in the 

eternal instant of Heaven.  Jesus is seen by them in all his glory - the white garments (which St. 

Mark tells us were whiter than it is possible to bleach them on Earth - bespeaking a supernatural 

power beyond humans), the shining of his face like the sun (intense with power, and like the face 

of God impossible to look on directly), and his existence outside of time so that conversation 

with those who lived in other eras was possible.  This transfiguration shows us Jesus in his divine 

nature, and shows in his interaction with Moses and Elijah that he is the fulfillment of the Law 

and Prophets.   Then a voice comes from a cloud - a cloud like the one in which the presence of 

God resided during the journey in Egypt, a cloud like the one that descended with God’s 

presence into the Temple at its dedication - the voice of the Father Himself proclaims: This is my 

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased, hear ye Him. 

 The Transfiguration tells us about the person of Jesus and several reasons to listen to 

Him.  But it also looks to our lives in the present and in the future.  There are many times in life 

where the voices of the world speak to us and instruct us on how to do things - voices that are not 

our Lord’s.  These voices advocate for revenge, asserting our rights to be regarded, our supposed 

right to control whatever is in our possession, or the falsely assumed right to take life or harm 

people in retribution.  All of this is not what Jesus tells us, all of this does not look to the future 

that He has opened for us.  What is this future Jesus is leading us to?  We can look back at the 

Transfiguration for this - as Jesus is in the eternal present of His existence we are called to be, as 

Jesus resides in glory in heaven, so we are called to participate in this.  All of this is made 

possible by the sacramental connection with Jesus that we have been granted at Baptism.   



 The voice that speaks from the cloud is also present at Jesus’ Baptism (speaking the same 

words) - this makes a connection between the Transfiguration and Baptism.  Our Baptism 

cleanses us from sin and joins us to the Body of Jesus making the eternal glorification in His 

Body attainable to humans.  However, it is only possible due to the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross 

- it is a gift gained at a cost.  We are justly condemned for our sins, and a sacrifice is needed to 

clear that guilt.  Jesus pays that debit for us.  When joined to the Body of Jesus at Baptism we are 

sacrificed along with Him on Calvary, and as He rises from he dead we are given back our lives.  

At our Baptism, when the unseen Jesus is powerfully present in His Holy Spirit, we enter into 

that mystery.  In one instant we join Jesus in His death and resurrection so that we are both 

justified by God and made alive in a new life.  But that is not all there is to the story. 

 The Apostles were in such confusion that they seemed to have though that this powerful 

event of encounter with the risen Jesus was the end of their journey.  Here they were in the 

presence of the Glory of God, in the presence of the eternal realities of Heaven - face to face with 

God Himself.  In other Gospels Peter asks to set up booths, almost to provide a stability to that 

moment to not let it pass.  But this was not the end of the journey for them, they had to go back 

down the mountain, they had to suffer, they had to do much work before they would be able to 

be in that place for eternity.  Just so, after our baptism we leave the moment of our 

transfiguration and are placed back in the arms of our parents to live a life on earth.  A life that 

will involve many struggles and sacrifices along the way.  Jesus speaks about his crucifixion and 

death immediately before the scene we hear today - this is not an accident.  The glory only comes 

after the sacrifice, the new life comes only after the old, the arrival in the promised land happens 

only after a journey in the desert - and the resurrection comes only after the cross. 

 Let us not be discouraged when we have to suffer disappointment in this life.  Let us not 

despair when the world’s brilliant ways - and our even more brilliant plans - do not bring what 

we expect.  Jesus points a way to eternal life that goes through the cross - listen to Him.  Jesus 

gives us a greater wisdom than is possible on earth - listen to Him.  Jesus speaks today saying 

that bread and wine becomes His Body and Blood as food for the journey - listen to Him.  As the 

cloud descends upon this alter, as it did on the mountain, and God is truly present, let us pray for 

strength to bear our cross with Jesus, so that we can share in the glory of his resurrection.


